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Introduction
This two-day workshop was the second in a series of conversations and workshops conceived under the rubric “Who’s Afraid of Shari’a?” by CCASD’s working group on “Liberalism’s Others.” The urgency of exploring this theme comes from the contentious and highly polarized debates in the public sphere—whether in Europe, the U.S. or in countries of the Muslim world--about the threat Shari’a, or Islamic law, might pose to women’s rights. 
The Shari’a project addresses in particular the relationship between the legal regulation of gender and neoliberal governance as it is being played out in new initiatives around Islamic law by international funders and human rights activists as well as by nation-states and local-level (feminist) activists in the Muslim world today. By analyzing the way that debates over Islamic law—in both “East” and “West”—reflect broad anxieties about sexual freedom, women’s rights, and changing social relations of the family, the Shari’a project seeks to inform global conversations about political Islam. As an antidote to both fear-mongering on the part of right-wing pundits and simplistic moralizing on the part of Islamists, each reproducing arguments about a civilizational divide, we offer close and careful studies of the complex effects of religious law on the everyday lives of Muslim women, and on perceptions of gender rights more broadly. 
How has the rich and multifaceted tradition of Islamic law become collapsed into a critique of women’s rights deficits in the Muslim world, generating new loci of intervention and activism? How have putatively “Islamic” legal regimes managed the competing requirements of citizenship and identity, and of state and community, in envisioning women’s rights? How might contemporary models of legal pluralism in the Muslim world—from Africa, India, Indonesia, and the Middle East—challenge normative ideas of legal uniformity and provide viable models for linking state, civil, and personal status laws in the interest of gender equity?     

Organization of the Workshop

The workshop was organized thematically into five sessions, with two or three scholarly papers per session. Each session was organized with two goals in mind: 1) To enhance conversation across region, among scholars working on different parts of the Muslim world, and 2) To maximize contact between junior and senior scholars, and between scholars located in Europe and North America, and scholars living and working in the Muslim world. 
The five themes were:
(1) Marriage, Consent, Contract

(2) Everyday Practices and Violations of Consent

(3) Religion, State, and Social Difference: Whose Law?

(4) Personal Status Law Reform—The Way Forward?

(5) The International Politics of Consent
Themes were organized across scale, starting with interpretive traditions of Islamic law, to a consideration of diverse case studies, and ending with a discussion about the impact of international funding and human rights discourses in shaping local initiatives.
The papers were pre-circulated. This allowed assigned discussants to frame the conversation with brief opening remarks, followed by intensive discussion by workshop participants.

Why “Consent”?
The first workshop in the series on “Who’s Afraid of Shari’a?” was held at Columbia University on October 3, 2008. It was on “Gender, Rights, and the Practices of Law.” It brought together anthropologists, historians, human rights activists, and specialists on Islamic law to explore how debates over Shari’a and human rights law play against or work within postcolonial discourse, contemporary critiques of western liberalism, and reform projects in the Muslim world. A guiding question was: “What happens if we look at forms of law, including Shari’a, not only in terms of norms in texts but in practice: over time, and as applied in courts, advocacy work, interventions of human rights organizations, and lobbying efforts at major international conventions?”
The second workshop in Amman brought together 21 scholars, activists, and policy makers to discuss the concept of “ consent.”  This term plays a key role in liberal ideals of freedom and individual rights but is also fundamental to ideas about marriage as contract in Muslim family law, or Shari’a.  What are the overlaps? What does this tell us about Shari’a? If Muslim marriage is “secular” while commonplace Christian and Hindu understandings of marriage treat it as “sacrament,” how does the centrality of consent in Muslim marriage confound the usual divisions of modern/secular and traditional/religious?  
To the question of “why focus on consent?” we can give three answers.
1. Over the last twenty years, consent has been an enabling force for young Muslim women who increasingly see it as a “right” that allows them to challenge the customary arrangement of marriages by families. Simultaneously, parallel efforts are underway across the Muslim world by feminist reformers of various sorts, from secular to Islamic, to make choice, consent, and contract the instruments for guaranteeing women’s rights, especially in marriage. For example in North Africa, as in India, feminist reformers developed a model marriage contract that would, among other things, build in requirements of consent for a husband’s decision to take a second wife. There have been campaigns for legal reform of Islamic family law to enable women to initiate divorce, as in Egypt, again on the basis of whether women consent to their marriage. In yet other quarters there are campaigns to challenge conservative Muslim clerics and regimes seeking to lower of age of consent or marriage age for girls. The right of consent has thus become a key site for deciding the legitimacy (and equity) of Muslim marriage.    
2. Second, global discourses on the “oppressed Muslim woman” consistently stage the theme of forced marriage and forced sex, obliquely invoking slavery to generate outrage or pity. Because the themes of “rescue” and “protection” that are central to international human and women’s rights activists are predicated on fantasies of (sexual) consent and coercion, international debates about consent have become a way to distinguish women “with” and “without” rights, and thus to justify interventions to rescue and protect.
3. Finally, although consent conjures ideas of individual autonomy and equality, historical and ethnographic studies of marriage in the Muslim world and elsewhere suggest a more complex field where community pressure, financial incentives, and the power of patriarchy—that is, the social determination of individual choices—troubles the equation of consent with female freedom. Looking closely at marriage forces us to recognize the radical unknowability about decisions regarding intimate relationships, desires, and the future for women in their daily lives. This has inspired scholars and activists to think about the adequacy of “consent” in demands for gender equality, on the one hand, and for describing the complex workings of all forms of intimacy on the other. How might the notion of consent enable or block our ability to understand gender and sexual rights in their specificity, and as demands around which feminists can mobilize competing views and practices of Islam? 
Outcomes of the Workshop
Although the concept of consent gave participants a broad and vibrant mandate, it was in the end merely a springboard for addressing the more pressing issues of activist intervention and legal interpretation that recurred in discussions about the practice and politics of Islamic law. We have distilled three sets of conclusions from the innovative work of this group of experts on gender, law and the everyday in various Muslim communities:

1) Historical and ethnographic studies of the everyday life of Shari’a in communities suggest that gender and family law on the ground are quite complex, and the spaces of legal regulation multiple. The law itself is hybrid; women are governed and realize themselves through civil, personal status, and customary forms of social regulation. These parallel and intertwining legal structures regulate women’s lives and circumscribe their existence, but they also enable women’s choices and decisions. The sensitive case studies presented at the workshop thus outlined women’s legal strategies for using law as an instrument to advance their interests—whether in choosing their partners, enhancing their position within family and kinship structure, or responding to sexual violence. Rather than taking narratives of female victimhood at face value, workshop participants consistently emphasized the importance of legal knowledge (and the presence of feminist legal practitioners) in allowing women to enter the conflictual spaces of legal adjudication.
2) The fact that law is embodied in courts (and that legal cases demand expert knowledge) underscores the importance of working with legal texts to challenge normative interpretations of “Islamic law.” Because the entity called “Islamic law” is as much the product of repressive regimes in the Muslim world and histories of male interpretation as it is the legacy of Orientalist readings of Islam more generally, feminist work on legal reform confronts a complicated field in which it is not easy to distinguish between liberalism and Islamic law. Reform efforts, whether in personal status law or in creating model marriage contracts, take place at the national level, the religious community level, and through women’s advocacy. They reflect the strategic, experimental and vibrant nature of feminist legal reform in the Muslim world today. Lawyers and activists are working with and within the state. Simultaneously, they are exploring alternate mechanisms of conflict resolution located in religious and community structures. Even when they have been unsuccessful, as when drafts of new personal status laws are shot down in parliament, these efforts have moved the debates in new directions. 
3) Debates over personal status law/Shari’a/Islamic law are always deeply political. The kinds of politics in which law is embedded include: internal conflicts among classes, ethnic groups, or political factions, as in Iran or in Israel/Palestine; national and regional political struggles, including bids for autonomy against continuing colonial control, as in Aceh,Indonesia; majority/minority community competition and violence, as between Hindus and Muslims in India; and international intervention, military, economic, and humanitarian, around the world. Tracing debates over how Shari’a, in the special form of personal status laws that regulate women and family, has been accommodated and contested in diverse contexts sheds new light on the ways that women’s rights, desires, and freedoms enter the public sphere at moments of “crisis.”  The challenge is to appreciate the specific dynamics of different national and regional contexts while at the same time looking across the Muslim world in the larger context of the shifting geopolitics of empire. Only this approach can reveal how debates about Muslim women’s rights are enabling a complex reworking of the global order.
Workshop Participants

As noted above, we deliberately mixed dynamic and distinguished senior scholars with promising junior scholars in our international group of participants. Experts on India, Bangladesh, Iran, Jordan, Palestine, Lebanon, Indonesia, Morocco, the Philippines, and Israel, they themselves are teaching or studying in universities in all these places as well as in the U.S., U.K., Germany, Switzerland, and Korea. A list of participants with their biographical profiles follows.
Co-Organizers:
Lila Abu Lughod

Lila Abu-Lughod is the Joseph L. Buttenwieser Professor of Social Science at Columbia University. She teaches in the Department of Anthropology and the Institute for Research on Women and Gender. She co-directs Columbia's Center for the Critical Analysis of Social Difference, an advanced study center that promotes innovative interdisciplinary scholarship on the global dynamics of gender, sexuality, ethnicity and race. Her work, strongly ethnographic and mostly based in Egypt, has focused on three broad issues: the relationship between cultural forms and power; the politics of knowledge and representation; and the dynamics of gender and the question of women’s rights in the Middle East. She is the author of three books, Veiled Sentiments, Writing Women’s Worlds, and Dramas of Nationhood: The Politics of Television in Egypt. In a number of edited books, as well as her teaching, she has examined questions of gender and modernity in postcolonial theory, of anthropology and global media, and of violence national/cultural memory in Palestine. Currently, as part of an effort to use anthropology to contribute to larger political debates, she is focusing on critiques of the universalist claims of liberalism and on the ethical and political dilemmas entailed in the international circulation of discourses of human rights in general, and Muslim women’s rights in particular.

Anupama Rao 

Anupama Rao is an Associate Professor in the History Department at Barnard College. She has research and teaching interests in the history of anti-colonialism; gender and sexuality studies; caste and race; historical anthropology, social theory, and colonial genealogies of human rights and humanitarianism. Her book, The Caste Question (University of California Press, 2009) theorizes caste subalternity, with specific focus on the role of anti-caste thought (and its thinkers) in producing alternative genealogies of political subject-formation through the vernacularization of political universals. She has also written on the themes of colonialism and humanitarianism, and on non-Western histories of gender and sexuality. Recent publications include: Discipline and the Other Body (Duke University Press, 2006); "Death of a Kotwal: Injury and the Politics of Recognition," Subaltern Studies XII; Violence, Vulnerability and Embodiment (co-editor, special issues of Gender and History, 2004), and Gender and Caste: Issues in Indian Feminism (Kali for Women, 2003).

Professor Rao is currently working on a project titled Dalit Bombay, on the relationship between caste, political culture, and everyday life in colonial and postcolonial Bombay. Rao received her BA, with honors, from the University of Chicago, and her Ph.D. from the interdepartmental program in anthropology and history at the University of Michigan. She currently serves as president of the Society for the Advancement of the History of South Asia (SAHSA) of the American Historical Association; director of the project Liberalism and its Others, os f the Center for the Critical Analysis of Social Difference at Columbia University, and as a member of the South Asia Council of the Association for Asian Studies, 2010-12. Her work has been supported by grants from the ACLS; the American Institute for Indian Studies; the Mellon Foundation; the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the SSRC. She was a Fellow-in-Residence at the National Humanities Center from 2008-09. Professor Rao will be a fellow at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford during 2010-11.

Senior Scholars:

1- Lynn Welchman

Lynn Welchman works in the School of Law at SOAS, University of London, where she is Professor of Law with particular reference to the Middle East and North Africa. She teaches Law and Society in MENA and Human Rights and Islamic Law, and she convenes the School of Law’s International Human Rights Clinic. Her PhD was on the textual development and judicial implementation of statutory family law in Palestinian shari`a courts in the West Bank. Before and alongside her academic career, Welchman has both a professional and a volunteer NGO human rights background, having worked primarily with Palestinian human rights NGOs in the West Bank, but also with international human rights organizations mostly although not only in other Arab states. From 1999-2004 at SOAS she co-directed (with Sara Hossain, then of INTERIGHTS) a collaborative research project on Strategies of Response to Crimes of ‘Honor’ against Women, which involved partners in the Middle East, South Asia, Europe and Latin America. Welchman’s latest book is Women and Muslim Family Laws in Arab States (2007); a forthcoming article considers the new family law codes in Bahrain, Qatar and the UAE. She is a member of the founding editorial board of the Muslim World Journal of Human Rights, the Board of the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Foundation, and the Board of INTERIGHTS.

2- Dina Mahnaz Siddiqi

Dina Siddiqi received her Ph.D. in anthropology from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.  She has extensive research experience in the areas of gender and labor; informal justice systems; and human rights in Bangladesh.  Her publications cover a broad spectrum: Islam and transnational feminist politics; gender justice and non-state dispute resolution systems; the cultural politics of nationalism; sexual rights discourse.   She has worked for leading human rights organizations in Bangladesh and as national consultant for UNDP and UNICEF, among others, on programs related to gender justice and women’s rights.  She divides her time between Bangladesh and the US where she teaches courses on Anthropology and Women’s Studies.   

3-Ziba Mir-Hosseini 

Ziba Mir-Hosseini is an independent consultant, researcher and writer on Middle Eastern issues, based at the London Middle East Institute and the Centre for Middle Eastern and Islamic Law, both at SOAS, University of London. She specializes in gender, family relations, Islamic law and development. She has a BA in Sociology from Tehran University (1974) and PhD in Social Anthropology from University of Cambridge (1980). Dr. Mir-Hosseini has held numerous research fellowships and visiting professorships, including Girton College, Cambridge (1990-93), Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin (2004-5), and Hauser Global Law Visiting Professor at New York University (2002-8). She is a founding member of Musawah Global Movement for Equality and Justice in the Muslim Family (www.musawah.org). Her publications include Marriage on Trial: A Study of Islamic Family Law in Iran and Morocco (I. B. Tauris, 1993, 2002), Islam and Gender: The Religious Debate in Contemporary Iran (Princeton University Press, 1999), and (with Richard Tapper) Islam and Democracy in Iran: Eshkevari and the Quest for Reform (I. B. Tauris, 2006), Control and Sexuality: The Revival of Zina Laws in Muslim Context (WLUML Publications, 2010). She has also directed (with Kim Longinotto) two award-winning feature-length documentary films on contemporary issues in Iran: Divorce Iranian Style (1998) and Runaway (2001).

4- Nadera Shalhoub Kevorkian. 

Dr. Shalhoub Kevorkian is a senior lecturer at the Faculty of Law, Institute of Criminology, and the School of Social Work and Public Welfare at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where she received her Ph.D. in law.   She also served as a visiting professor in the faculty of law at the University of Southern California and the University of California at Los Angeles.   Dr. Shalhoub-Kevorkian is the author of Tribal Justice and its Effect on Formal Justice in Palestine, Femicide in Palestinian Society, and Militarization and Violence against Women in Conflict Zones in the Middle East: The Palestinian Case Study. She is the recipient of the Guber Foundation Award in Women’s Rights and the Law and Society International Prize, among other awards.
5-Flavia Agnes

Flavia Agnes is a women’s rights lawyer and writer and has been actively involved in the women’s movement for the last two decades. She has written extensively on issues of domestic violence, feminist jurisprudence and minority rights. Her books are widely acclaimed and are popular among advocates, paralegal workers, law students and women who have been victims of domestic violence. Currently she co-ordinates the legal center of MAJLIS in Mumbai, India, and is also engaged in her doctoral research on Property Rights of Married Women with the National Law School of India.  

6-Jacqueline Siapno

Jacqueline Aquino Siapno was born and raised in Dagupan City, Pangasinan, Philippines. She wrote her M.A. Thesis on Muslim Mindanao, Philippines, in SOAS, University of London, based on ethnographic fieldwork in Mindanao in 1988-1989. She received her Ph.D. from the Univ. of California-Berkeley, where she wrote a dissertation on "Gender, Islam, Nationalism, and the State: The Politics of Power, Cooptation, and Resistance in Aceh." She first visited Aceh in 1992 and helped to conduct the research for the Amnesty International report "Shock Therapy: Restoring Order in Aceh (1993)". In 1996, she conducted fieldwork and lived in rural villages throughout Aceh. In 1998, she co-founded the International Forum for Aceh, helping to organize international conferences and seminars about Aceh. After the tsunami, she visited Aceh in 2006 and 2008, to conduct research, and was invited to participate in consultations with civil society, women's rights groups, universities, and local and international NGOs discussions on where "the new Aceh" should be headed. She is currently Associate Professor in the Graduate School of International Studies, Seoul National University, Korea. She also lives in Dili, Timor Leste (East Timor), where she is raising a family, and where she has served as interim first lady.

7-Asma Khader, represented by Amal Haddideen

Asma Khader, a lawyer and human rights activist, is Minister of Culture & Government Spokesperson for the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. She is also Coordinator of Sisterhood Is Global Institute/Jordan (www.amanjordan.org) and former President of the Jordanian Women’s Union. Ms. Khader is a member of the Arab Lawyer’s Union, the Arab Organization for Human Rights, the Executive Committee of the International Commission of Jurists, and the Advisory Committee of the Women's Division of Human Rights Watch. She was instrumental in creating a Legal Literacy/Legal Assistance program for Jordanian women, as well as establishing the Jordanian Children’s Parliament. Elected to the Permanent Arab Court as Counsel on violence against women in 1996, she has served as a judge and chairperson of many judicial bodies specializing in fields related to human rights. In 1997, she served as a judge for the public hearings on violence against women held at the Permanent Arab Court To Resist Violence Against Women. In addition, at the request of a number of prominent international and regional human rights organizations such as Amnesty International, she has monitored trials focusing on human rights violations, and has served as chairperson of many human rights fact-finding missions. Ms. Khader maintained a private legal practice for almost twenty years and is a leading advocate of the campaign to strengthen legislation outlawing honor killing. She has received numerous awards and honors for her work, including the Jordanian Independence Medal of the First Degree, given in 1991 by King Hussein of Jordan for her role in formulating the Jordanian National Charter. In 1990, Ms. Khader received an Award of Honor from Human Rights Watch for her role in defending human rights. Ms. Khader received her law degree from the University of Damascus in 1977. She has written and spoken widely on the topics of women, children's rights, and human rights. Her most recent publication is Law and the Future of Palestinian Women (1998). She is married with four children.

Junior Scholars

8- Leila Alikarami

Leila Alikarami is a human rights lawyer from Tehran. While completing her legal training with Nobel Peace prizewinner Dr. Shirin Ebadi at the Defenders for Human Rights Centre, she joined a team of lawyers providing legal training sessions for the One Million Signatures campaign recruits. She also defended some of the cases of those campaigners who were arrested. She left Iran for London’s School of Oriental and African Studies a year ago and has completed a business law degree in Human Rights, Conflict and Justice. She is now studying for a PhD. Alikarami recently accepted the RAW in War Anna Politkovskaya Award on behalf of the women of Iran and the One Million Signatures campaign.

9- Suhad Daher-Nashif

Suhad is a practicing occupational therapist, and a medical anthropologist. Currently, she is a lecturer and advisor in both Al-Qasimi College for Education and Oranim College for Education. She is in the final stage of her doctoral studies at Sociology and Anthropology Department at Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Her dissertation research focuses on the processes of social-political enlivening of the Palestinian dead body, as they are practiced by legal and medical agents in the Palestinian Forensic Medicine Institute in Jerusalem. Her main research interests are: death and dying from anthropological and philosophical points of view. Her most recent article focused on the historical-contextual development of the Forensic Medicine practices within Palestinian Society beginning with the Ottoman period and reaching the contemporary period.

10-Maya Mikdashi

Maya Mikdashi is a PhD candidate at Columbia University's Department of Anthropology and Co-Director of the documentary film About Baghdad. She is co-founding editor of Jadaliyya Ezine.

11-Suneetha Achyuta

Suneetha Achyuta works as a Senior Fellow and Coordinator of Anveshi Research Centre for Women's Studies in Hydrabad, India.  She began to be fascinated by the disjuncture between feminist discourses on rights and the everyday struggles of women within the family structure during her Ph.D. She investigated how older women dealt with familial violence in the absence of such a discourse (Family, Gender and Power: women and familial violence in Andhra Pradesh). Later, her research into (formal) 'institutional responses to domestic violence' enabled her to foreground the limitations of the formal rights discourse on familial violence and the mediations of formal rights dscourses by familial and community formations. Her recent research on 'feminist politics and the rights discourse: rethinking women's suffering and agency' began with investigations into the community mediations of familial disputes among Muslims. It led her to probe the question of what has come to be known as 'internal reform' among Muslim communities in the Indian context. To understand the depth and robustness of this 're-form', she is looking into Muslim women's organizations, their involvement in madrassa education and community organizations.  She has published her essays in Economic and Political Weekly and has recently compiled a special issue of Indian Journal of Gender Studies (Vol.17, No.3, 2010) on Violence, Law and Feminist Politics. 
Participating But Not Giving Papers:

12. Neferti Tadiar

Neferti Tadiar is Professor and Chair of Women's Studies at Barnard College and member of the CCASD working group on “Liberalism’s Others.”  Her academic interests include transnational and third world feminisms; postcolonial theory; critical theories of race and subjectivity; literary and social theory; cultural studies of the Asia Pacific region; and Philippine studies. Her work concerns the role of cultural practice and social imagination in the production of wealth, power, marginality and liberatory movements in the context of global relations. While her research focuses on contemporary Philippine and Filipino cultures and their relation to political and economic change, she addresses, more broadly, questions of gender, race, and sexuality in discourses and material practices of nationalism, transnationalism, and globalization. She is currently co-editor of the journal Social Text. Recent publications include Things Fall Away: Philippine Historical Experience and the Makings of Globalization (Duke University, 2009); Beyond the Frame: Women of Color and Visual Representation, co-edited with Angela Y. Davis (Palgrave Press, 2005); Fantasy-Production: Sexual Economies and Other Philippine Consequences for the New World Order (Hong Kong University Press/ Ateneo de Manila University Press, 2004),

13. Reem al Botmeh

Reem Al- Botmeh is a PhD student in anthropology of law at Bern University, Switzerland. She is working on the application of family law in Palestine.  She obtained an LLM in International Law from London University School of Oriental and African Studies.   She worked as researcher at the Institute of Law at Birzeit University in Palestine for several years, where she was involved in research on juvenile justice, legal reform, judicial training, and law and society field.  She also taught at Bern University on law and society in Palestine.  Currently, she works at the Institute of Law as the coordinator of Palestine Yearbook of International Law and conduction her field work research. 

14. Lena-Maria Möller

Lena is a Doctoral candidate at the Max Planck Research Group where she is currently writing her dissertation, tentatively titled titled: Changes in God's Law - An Inner Islamic Comparison of Family and Succession Laws. Lena's academic interests are in International and National Private Law of Islamic countries with a focus on North Africa and the Arab Gulf States. Lena holds an M.A. in Middle Eastern Studies and Law from the University of Hamburg and from Columbia University. 

15. Reem Abu Hassan

Reem Abu Hassan is a lawyer and human rights activist focusing on family protection and the empowerment of women.  She is President of the Jordanian Society for Protecting Victims of Family Violence, and sits on the board of directors of the Leadership Foundation of the International Women Forum.  An expert on judicial reform, Reem plays a key role in a number of legislative reform and training initiatives that aim at modernizing and improving the performance of the Jordanian judiciary.  Reem also established the Human Rights and family affairs directorate at the Ministry of Justice of Jordan as part of a US-funded assistance program to the Ministry of Justice.
In 2010, Reem was appointed Head of the Family Counseling and Reconciliation Committee, established in accordance with the Law on the Protection from Family Violence. Said committee is tasked with developing guidelines for the referral of family violence cases for reconciliation before the trial stage, as well as handling family counseling cases for policy purposes.

16. Rula Quawas

Upon graduation with a Ph.D. in American Literature from the University of North Texas in the USA, Rula Quawas began teaching a wide array of undergraduate and graduate courses pertaining to American Literature in the English Department at the University of Jordan. Rula is the first professor to introduce and teach feminist courses in the English Department, focusing on American feminism and its intricate complexities. She also teaches Arab feminism and contemporary Arab women writers in translation to CIEE (Council on International Educational Exchange) students at the University. 
17. Hala Ahed Deeb
Hala Ahed Deeb is a lawyer  and a legal consultant at the Jordanian Women's Union. She is also a researcher interested in women's studies and human rights. 

18. Toby Volkman

Toby Alice Volkman is Director of Policy Initiatives at the Henry Luce Foundation in New York, where she is responsible for the Henry R. Luce Initiative on Religion and International Affairs.  

Prior to joining the Luce Foundation, she directed Special Projects at the Ford Foundation International Fellowships Program, and served as a program officer at the Ford Foundation, where she developed an initiative to revitalize the field of area studies.  She worked for many years as director of the South and Southeast Asia Programs at the Social Science Research Council, and has also been deputy provost at the New School. A cultural anthropologist with a PhD from Cornell University, Toby has written about Indonesia, ethnographic film, and the globalization of kinship through transnational adoption.  Her recent edited volumes include Cultures of Transnational Adoption (Duke 2005) and Origins, Journeys and Returns:  Social Justice in International Higher Education (SSRC 2009).

19. Rasha Moumneh

Rasha Moumneh is a researcher in the Middle East/North Africa Division of Human Rights Watch, based in Beirut, Lebanon. She has researched and worked on feminist and LGBTQ issues in Lebanon for years. Rasha has a BA in psychology from the American University of Beirut and an MA in Anthropology from University College London. 
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